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Dear Students,

Welcome! Thank you for choosing the United States as your destination for this 
year’s J-1 Summer Work/Travel Program. Each year, thousands of Slovak students join 
others from countries around the world to improve their English, gain valuable work 
experience, meet new friends, and get a personal view of what the United States is 
really like. Many enjoy it so much they return for a second or third summer.

The United States and its citizens welcome this interaction with students from 
different countries. Our country is unique in the world, a diverse mixture of cultures 
in a geographically varied setting. Whether working in a summer beach town, a camp 
in the mountains, an amusement park in Middle America, or on the coast of Alaska, 
you are sure to have an experience to remember.

I encourage you to enjoy the ‘travel’ portion of the Work/Travel experience to 
its fullest. Venture beyond the town where you are working once your assignment is 
complete and use the 30 extra days allowed for travel before you return to school. 
To get you started thinking about where to go, my staff and I have written about our 
own hometowns. Also in this booklet you’ll find some basic tips to help you start your 
Work/Travel experience right, web sites to visit about travel in the U.S., and helpful 
information from the Embassy of Slovakia.

I hope you will thoroughly enjoy both parts – work and travel – of your stay in the 
United States this summer.

Sincerely,

Scott N. Thayer

A Message from Scott N. Thayer, Chargé d’Affaires

Embassy of the United States of America
Bratislava, Slovak Republic

P.O. BOX 309
814 99 BRATISLAVA
SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Website: www.usembassy.sk
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Skú se nos ti nad obud nu té po ∑as po by tu v USA 
sú ve§ mi µpe ci fic ké a bu dú vás spre vá dza} 
po ce lÿ ¤i vot. Na sle du jú ce po znám ky sú ná-
v rhmi, kto ré vám mô ¤u po môc} ma xi ma li zo-
va} po zi tív ne strán ky po by tu v USA.

Ke™ prí de te po prvÿ raz na mies to váµ ho 
po by tu v USA, mô ¤e te ma} po cit de zo rien tá-
cie. Na mies to ¤i vot né ho pro stre dia, kto ré je 
vám zná me, sa bu de te po hy bo va} a ko na} 
v pro stre dí s inÿm ja zy kom a no vou kul tú rou.

Pe nia ze
Ne nos te vä∑ µie ob no sy pe ◊a zí, pre fe ruj te ban-
ko ma to vé kar ty, prí pad ne ces tov né µe ky (tra-
ve ler’s checks). Ces tov né µe ky v hod no te 1000 
USD mô ¤u sta ∑i} pred prvou vÿp la tou. Prvú 
vÿp la tu do sta ne te naj skôr po dvoch tÿ¤ d◊och 
prá ce. Pla tob né kar ty z rôz nÿch bánk typu 
Mas ter Card ale bo Vi sa mo¤ no po u¤í va} aj na 
pla te nie v ob cho doch, ale je dô le ¤i té sle do va} 
stav pe ◊a zí na ú∑te.

Uby to va nie
Ak ne má te vop red za bez pe ∑e né uby to va nie, 
zo znam by tov na pre ná jom náj de te v miest-
nych no vi nách v ∑as ti Clas si fied Ads. Do 
ná kla dov na uby to va nie za hr◊te tzv. bez pe∑-
nost nÿ de po zit (se cu ri ty de po sit) – ná jom né 
za je den me siac. Pred tÿm, ako sa na s}a hu je te, 
po ¤ia daj te pre na jí ma te §a o pí som nÿ zo znam 
ve cí, kto ré bu de pri va µom od cho de kon tro lo-
va}. De po zit sa vra cia na kon ci po by tu, ale bo 
je po sled nou me sa∑ nou splát kou, ak pre na-
 ja tÿ byt ne poµ ko dí te. Zis ti te si, ∑i sú kú re nie, 
elek tri na, plyn a od voz od pad kov za hrnu té 
v ná jom nom. Pri pod pi so va ní ná jom nej zmlu-
vy (le ase agre ement) si tre ba uve do mi}, ¤e 
zmlu vu pod pi su je te vop red na dlhµie ob do bie 
a ta kú to zmlu vu je po tom ve§ mi }a¤ ké zru µi}.

Do pra va
Au to bu so vá a vla ko vá do pra va nie je ta ká 
roz siah la a hus tá ako v Eu ró pe. Vä∑ µi na Ame-
ri ∑a nov vlast ní au tá, kto ré sú naj be¤ nej µí mi do-
prav nÿ mi pro stried ka mi. Vo ve§ kÿch mes tách, 
ako New York, Was hin gton, DC, Chi ca go, 
San Fran cis co, exis tu je spo §ah li vo fun gu jú ci 
sys tém ve rej nej do pra vy.

Spo lo ∑en skÿ ¤i vot
Ame ri ∑a nia sú pri ate§ skí §u dia. Otáz ky “Ako sa 
má te?“ ale bo “∂o ro bí te?“ sú ale iba spo lo ∑en-
skou frá zou, na kto rú sa ne vy ¤a du je od po ve™.

Na ve rej nÿch prie stran stvách je za ká za né 
pi} alko hol. Na spo lo ∑en skÿch akci ách ale bo 
náv µte vách sa o∑a ká va od mie ta vÿ vz}ah 
k alko ho lu a faj ∑e niu. V USA mô ¤u pi} alko hol 
iba oso by, kto ré mô ¤u zdo kla dova}, ¤e do v¶µi-
li 21 ro kov.

Aktu álnou té mou v Ame ri ke je se xu álne 
ob }a ¤o va nie. Mu ¤i si mu sia dá va} po zor na 
dvoj zmy sel né re ∑i, po hy by ∑i sprá va nie, kto ré 
by moh lo ¤e nu ura zi}.

Stra vo va nie sa v reµ ta ura∑ nÿch 
za ria de niach
Ke™ vás Ame ri ∑an za vo lá na ob ed ale bo ve-
∑e ru, ne zna me ná to, ¤e bu de za vás aj pla ti}. 
Ak ne chce te pla ti} ako sku pi na, ¤ia daj te od-
de le nÿ ú∑et (se pa ra te check). Za ob slu hu sa 
ne chá va spre pit né do vÿµ ky 15 – 20 %. Po za-
pla te ní ú∑tu sa pe nia ze ne chá va jú ∑aµ ní ko vi, 
ale bo sa po lo ¤ia na stôl.

¢akujeme Fulbrightovej komisii za poskytnuté 
informácie.

Prak tic ké in for má cie
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Bezpe∑nos}
Telefónne ∑íslo núdzového volania 911 
pou¤ite na privolanie lékarskej a policajnej 
pomoci. Doklady a peniaze noste na bezpe∑-
nom mieste na tele alebo v dobre uzatvorenej 
taµke. Pas s vízom a formulár DS 2019 majte 
pri sebe. Pre istotu si urobte fotokópie tÿchto 
dokladov.

Ak vás niekto chce okradnú}, nebrá◊te sa. 
Pasívne vµetko odovzdajte. Vyhnete sa tak  
prípadnÿm zraneniam.

Zdravotné poistenie
Pred cestou uzatvorte cestovné poistenie 
lie∑ebnÿch nákladov. Ú∑astníci vÿmennÿch 
programov sú vä∑µinou poistení v rámci 
programu. Ak nie, treba sa v ka¤dom prípade 
poisti} u¤ pred odchodom. Lekárske oµetrenie 
bez poistenia je ve§mi drahé.

¢a§µie informácie
Ak máte sponzora, mô¤e vám pomôc} a  
poradi} pri vybavovaní formalít. Zistite si,  
ako sa dostanete do cie§a z miesta príletu.

Po pristátí v USA absolvujete imigra∑nú 
kontrolu, pri ktorej vám úradník skontroluje 
pas, vízum a formulár DS 2019, odoberie od-
tla∑ky prstov a urobí fotografiu ako sú∑as} 
registra∑ného systému návµtevníkov US-VISIT. 
Potom prejdete cez colnú kontrolu. Musíte 
prizna} vµetky predmety, ktoré privá¤ate, a 
ktoré nie sú ur∑ené pre vaµu osobnú potrebu 
(napríklad dar∑eky je mo¤né privies} v hodno-
te do 100 USD). Vzh§adom na zdravotné ob-
medzenia nie je v¤dy mo¤né privies} do USA 
také veci ako mäso, semienka, ∑erstvé ovocie 
a zeleninu, ¤ivé zvieratá alebo rastliny. Pe∑e-
né produkty, ryby a niektoré spracované po-
traviny sú povolené. Viac informácií nájdete 
na stránke www.cbp.gov.

V prípade potreby sa mô¤te obráti} na sloven-
skú agentúru alebo amerického sponzora. Ak 
vám sponzor nesprostredkoval zamestnanie, 
musí vám poskytnú} informáciu ako si nájs} 
zamestnanie, da} zoznam zamestnávate§ov a 
pomôc} zabezpe∑i} zamestnanie. Vaµa agentú-
ra a sponzor by vám mali pomôc} rieµi} problé-
my s ubytovaním, so zamestnávate§om alebo 
urgentné zdravotné problémy. Váµ americkÿ 
sponzor je uvedenÿ na formulári DS 2019 a tre-
ba sa uisti}, ¤e máte na◊ho kontakt eµte pred 
vycestovaním.

Obstarajte si kópie dôle¤itÿch lekárskych 
dokumentov a predpisov. Na bato¤inu pripev-
níte visa∑ky (zvonku aj zvnútra) s adresou a 
telefónne ∑íslo v USA aj na Slovensku.  
Oboznámte sa s predpismi leteckej spolo∑-
nosti, ktorá bude vás a vaµu bato¤inu prepra-
vova}. Zistite si stav po∑asia v mieste váµho 
pobytu a pod§a toho sa poba§te.

Do lietadla si zoberte príru∑nú bato¤inu  
s najdôle¤itejµími osobnÿmi vecami pre  
prípad, ¤e by sa vaµa bato¤ina omeµkala.

∂o sa tÿka daní, ve§vyslanectvo nemá  
da◊ového poradcu, preto sa obrá}te na vaµu 
agentúru alebo americkÿ da◊ovÿ úrad na 
www.irs.gov. Prípadné otázky o karte sociálne-
ho poistenia adresujte priamo úradu, kde ste  
¤iadali o ∑íslo SSN (Social Security Number).

Upozor◊ujeme vás, ¤e elektrické napätie v 
USA je 110V (v Európe 220V), tak¤e budete 
potrebova} transformátor (nie len adaptér), ak 
chcete pou¤íva} európske elektrické prístroje. 
¢alej upozor◊ujeme, ¤e len niektorí mobilní 
operátori v USA pou¤ívajú systém GSM, ktorÿ 
preva¤uje na trhu v Európe a iba troj- alebo 
µtvorpásmové telefóny sú prispôsobené na 
prevádzku v Európe aj v USA. Ak máte takÿto 
prístroj, mô¤e vyu¤i} roaming partnerov váµho 
mobilného operátora (drahé rieµenie), alebo 
si mô¤te zakúpi} SIM kartu nezávisle od prístro-
ja a pou¤íva} americké ∑íslo.



Slo vak stu dents, if they find them sel ves in dis-
tress in the Uni ted Sta tes, may con tact the Con-
su lar and Le gal Sec ti on of the Slo vak Embas sy 
in Was hin gton DC, Con su la te Ge ne ral of the 
Slo vak Re pub lic in New York or Con su la te Ge-
ne ral in Los An geles accor ding to the ir con su lar 
ju ris dic ti on. Con tact addres ses are on the web-
si te (see http://www.slo va kem bas sy-us.org, Vi sa 
and Con su lar Info). For in for ma ti on only they 
can con tact also Slo vak ho no ra ry con suls in the 
Uni ted Sta tes accor ding to list on the sa me web-
si te http://www.slo va kem bas sy-us.org, Con tact 
In for ma ti on, Ho no ra ry Con su la tes).

Kon zu lár na po moc v za hra ni ∑í
Slo ven ská re pub li ka má v hlav nÿch mes tách 
viac ako 60-tich µtá tov svo je ve§ vys la nec tvá, 
v rám ci kto rÿch pra cu jú kon zu lár ne od de le nia. 
Jed nou z úloh tÿch to dip lo ma tic kÿch úra dov 
je po má ha} v za hra ni ∑í slo ven skÿm ob ∑a nom, 
kto rí sa ocit li v nú dzi. Prá vo mo ci kon zu lov 
sú sta no ve né me dzi ná rod nÿm prá vom ako aj 
vnút roµ tát nym práv nym po riad kom Slo ven skej 
re pub li ky a kra ji ny ich pô so be nia. Na priek to-
mu, ¤e tie to prá vo mo ci po sky tu jú do sta to∑ né 
mo¤ nos ti po mo ci ob ∑a nom v za hra ni ∑í, nie sú 
tie to prá vo mo ci ne obme dze né.

∂o mô ¤e uro bi} slo ven skÿ kon zul ?
Mô ¤e vy da} ces tov nÿ pre ukaz ob ∑a no vi, kto rÿ 
na spia to∑ nú ces tu do Slo ven skej re pub li ky 
ne má inÿ plat nÿ ces tov nÿ do klad. Mô ¤e kon tak-
to va} prí buz nÿch ale bo zná mych, kto rí mô ¤u 
ob ∑a no vi bez fi nan ∑nÿch pro stried kov po sla} 
pe nia ze. Mô ¤e po ra di}, ako pre vies} pe nia ze zo 
Slo ven ska pro stred níc tvom pe ◊a¤ né ho ústa vu 
do za hra ni ∑ia. Mô ¤e od po ru ∑i} miest neho advo-
ká ta, kto rÿ po skyt ne od bor nú práv nu po moc 
v prí pa de kon tak tu ob ∑a na s miest nou po lí ci ou 
ale bo sú dom. Mô ¤e od po ru ∑i} slu¤ by miest nych 

le ká rov, tlmo∑ ní kov. Mô ¤e in for mo va} prí buz-
nÿch ale bo zná mych o ne ho de. Mô ¤e kon tak to-
va} slo ven skÿch ob ∑a nov vo väz be a pod áva} 
o nich sprá vy ich prí buz nÿm a zná mym. Mô ¤e 
v ka¤ dom prí pa de so zna los }ou miest nych 
po me rov po ra di} ako po stu po va}.

∂o ne mô ¤e uro bi} slo ven skÿ kon zul ?
Ne mô ¤e za pla ti} za ob ∑a na ces tov né lís tky, 
ka uciu ani ¤iad ne ú∑ty, na prí klad za lie ∑e nie, 
uby to va nie, práv nu po moc. Ne mô ¤e na hrá dza} 
∑in nos} ces tov nÿch kan ce lá rií, le tec kÿch spo lo∑-
nos tí, bánk ale bo inÿch µpe cia li zo va nÿch orga ni-
zá cií. Ne mô ¤e slo ven skÿm ob ∑a nom za bez pe ∑i} 
lep µie za obchá dza nie ako s miest nymi ob ∑an mi 
na prí klad v ne moc ni ciach ale bo väz ni ciach. 
Ne mô ¤e za sa ho va} do súd ne ho ko na nia ani vy-
µet ro va} trest né ∑i ny. Ne mô ¤e za obsta ra} prá cu 
ale bo pra cov né po vo le nie. Ne mô ¤e po skyt nú} 
ani za obsta ra} bez plat né uby to va nie.

∂o mô ¤e pre se ba uro bi} ob ∑an ?
Uisti} sa, ¤e má plat nÿ ces tov nÿ pas a ¤e vo-
di∑ skÿ pre ukaz je plat nÿ pre kra ji nu, do kto rej 
ces tu je. Ob sta ra} si plat né ví zum, ak ces tu je 
do kra ji ny, s kto rou má me ví zo vú po vin nos}.
Za bez pe ∑i} si spia to∑ nÿ ces tov nÿ lís tok vop red. 
Zo bra} si do sta to∑ né mno¤ stvo fi nan ∑nÿch pro-
stried kov, naj lep µie ces tov né µe ky. Uzat vo ri} 
vop red zdra vot né po iste nie a zmluv né po iste nie 
mo to ro vé ho vo zid la pre za hra ni ∑ie. In for mo va} 
sa o po vin nom o∑ko va ní pri ces tách do mi mo eu-
róp skych a exo tic kÿch kra jín. Do dr¤ia va} miest-
ne pred pi sy, kto ré sú v ka¤ dom µtá te iné, ta kis to 
ako san kcie za ich po ru µe nie. Vy hnú} sa aké-
mu ko§ vek kon tak tu s dro ga mi a ne pre ná µa} pre 
cu dzie oso by ba lí ky cez col nú kon tro lu. Zo bra} si 
so se bou adre su a te le fón ne ∑ís lo slo ven ské ho ve§-
vys la nec tva v kra ji ne, do kto rej ces tu je.

In for ma ti on from the Embas sy of the Slo va k Republic

Embas sy of the Slo vak Re pub lic
www.slo va kem bas sy-us.org, con sul@slo va kem bas sy-us.org

3523 In te rna ti onal Co urt NW, Was hin gton, DC 20008, tel. 202-237-1054, ext. 270, fax 202-237-6438
Con su la te Ge ne ral of the Slo vak Re pub lic, 801 Se cond Ave nue, 12th Flo or, New York, NY 10017,

te lep ho ne: 212 286 8434, fax: 212 286 8439, e-ma il: slo vak con su la te_ny@ve ri zon.net
Con su la te Ge ne ral of the Slo vak Re pub lic, 10940 Wil shi re Bo ule vard, Ste 2030, Los An geles, 

CA 90024, te lep ho ne: 310 209 1253, fax: 310 209 1261, mar ti na_sim ko va@fo re ign.gov.sk

4
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Travel in the United States doesn’t have to be 
expensive! You can see some great sights and still 
save money if you choose your transportation 
and accommodation wisely. Here are some help-
ful web sites:

GENERAL TRAVEL INFORMATION 
4  Geography and Travel (usinfo.state.gov/usa/

infousa/travel/travel.htm) – guide to key sites 
and features of the United States 

4  SeeAmerica.org – a portal to the major U.S. 
travel websites 

4  Fodors.com, Frommers.com, LonelyPlanet.
com, VirtualTourist.com – worldwide travel 
guides

4  Travelocity.com, Expedia.com, Orbitz.com  
– airline tickets, hotels, cars, vacations & 
cruises 

4  HiddenAmerica.com an “off-the-beaten path 
turn on the information highway” 

4  Citysearch.com city guide to entertainment, 
restaurants, events, hotels, movies and 
businesses 

4  Slovak Embassy in Washington, DC – 
slovakembassy-us.org

 ATTRACTIONS/THINGS TO DO
4  Recreation.gov – Recreation.gov is a partner-

ship among various agencies aimed at provid-
ing a single, easy-to-use web site with infor-
mation about public recreation areas. The site 
can be searched for recreation areas by state, 
by recreational activity, by agency, or by map. 

4  ThemeParks.About.com – information and re-
views about theme parks and amusement parks 

TRANSPORTATION 
4  RandMcNally.com, MapQuest.com – maps, 

driving directions, planning a trip 
4  Amtrak.com – Train travel 
4  Greyhound.com, PeterPanBus.com – 

Bus Travel 

HOTELS & MOTELS 
4  All-Hotels.com: travel, hotels, discount hotel 

reservations and lodgings 
4  MagazineUSA.com – travel guide about the 

United States 
4  BudgetHotels.com – on-line reservations for 

hotels and motels 
4  Motel6.com, Super8.com – inexpensive hotel 

chains 

ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION 
4  YMCA.net – Young Men’s Christian Associa-

tion 
4  www.YWCA.org – Young Women’s Christian 

Association 
4  Hostelling International-USA (hiayh.org) – 

the Hostelling International network in the U.S.
4  Bed and Breakfast Inns – TravelData.com, 

bbonline.com, innplace.com
4  HomeExchange.Com – international home 

exchange and home swap service
4  GoCampingAmerica.com – official website 

of the non-profit National Association of RV 
Parks & Campgrounds (ARVC), the trade 
association representing the commercial RV 
park and campground industry throughout 
the United States

4  DudeRanches.com – resource for dude and 
guest ranches across North America 

WEATHER AND CONVERSION TOOLS
4  Weather.com, National Weather Service 

(nws.noaa.gov)
4  Exchange Rate Conversion (www.oanda.com)
4  Interactive Units Converter (sciencemadesim-

ple.com/conversions.html) – measurements 
available for conversion include weight and 
mass, distance and length, capacity and vol-
ume, speed, and temperature

Resources for Planning Your Travel
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I’m from Southern California. Everyone has 
heard about the beaches, Disneyland, and 
Hollywood, but here are four things I tell 
everyone they shouldn’t miss: 

4 Olvera Street and the California 
 missions
  Father Junipero Serra was a Spanish 

missionary who established a network 
of churches stretching the length of 
Caifornia. These in turn formed the 
basis for many of the major cities of California 
today, including San Diego, San Francisco, 
Santa Barbara, and “El Pueblo de Nuestra 
Señora Reina de Los Angeles” (the City of Our 
Lady the Queen of the Angels) — Los Angeles. 
Olvera Street, located downtown near Union 
Station, features historic buildings, restaurants 
with authentic Mexican food, artisans making 
handcrafts, and stalls selling clothing and gifts 
from Mexico. 
(http://www.olvera-street.com/html/olvera_
street.html)

4 The Getty Museum
  Perched on a mountaintop with a commanding 

270 degree view stretching from the skyscrap-
ers of downtown Los Angeles to Santa Catalina 
island in the Pacific Ocean, the Getty Museum 
combines a world-class art collection and 
education program with a striking setting. 
(www.getty.edu) 
[Of course, there are many other world-class 
museums in Southern California, including the 
Los Angeles County Museum of Contemporary 
Art (www.lacma.org), the Norton Simon Mu-
seum (www.nortonsimon.org), and the Page 
Museum, one of the world’s most famous fossil 
sites (www.tarpits.org)].

 

Mission San Juan Capistrano 
Photos: Getty Museum, pdphoto.org

California and the Southwest:California and the Southwest:
Scott Thayer, Chargé d’Affaires
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4  The Hearst Castle at San Simeon
  William Randolph Hearst was a fabulously 

wealthy and powerful figure in the United 
States. Publisher of a chain of newspapers all 
over the country, he not only reported the news 
but shaped it. He built himself a home on the 
California coast, about halfway between Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, which is amazingly 
lavish and became one of the world’s greatest 
showplaces – an estate of 165 rooms and 127 
acres of gardens, terraces, pools, and walkways. 
The blending of the architectural style with 
the surrounding land and Hearst’s superb 
European and Mediterranean art collection is 
seamless. Find out more at 
www.hearstcastle.org. 

4The Great Southwest
  Much of the United States seems familiar to 

foreigners — cities, mountains, forests, farm 
land. The most unique part of the United States 
is the desert southwest encompassing parts of 
the states of California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, 
New Mexico, and Colorado. Here are the great 
natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified 
Forest, Painted Desert, (all at www.nps.gov) 
and Monument Valley (www.navajonation-
parks.org/monumentvalley.htm); engineering 
marvels of ancient man (the Mesa Verde cliff 
dwellings, also www.nps.gov) and modern man 
(Hoover dam, www.usbr.gov/lc/hooverdam 
and Glen Canyon dam, www.nps.gov); Hopi 
and Navajo Indian cultures; and the flash and 
neon of Las Vegas.  Seeing all of this would 
take more than a week and driving over 1500 
km, which would certainly gives you an idea of 
the scope of the United States, but the Vegas/
Hoover Dam/Grand Canyon portion is pretty 
close together and begins only 5-6 hours’ drive 
from Los Angeles. 

During the summer months, Northern Arizona 
offers an array of activities in a perfect climate. 
Not only is the Grand Canyon National Park a 
must see, but the red rocks of Sedona (see above) 
provide a unique landscape and the town houses 
a thriving artist community. Nearby one can find 
the prehistoric Anasazi ruins including Monte-
zuma’s castle – a large fortification built into the 
rocks – and Montezuma’s well. 

A short hour north is Flagstaff, which is nestled 
among the largest pine forest in the U.S. A variety 
of hiking trails lead to the top of the adjacent San 
Francisco Peaks. Southern Arizona offers other 
interesting aspects among a desert climate. Visi-
tors can enjoy Wild West shows at the OK Corral, 
attend numerous cultural offerings in Tucson, or 
explore Arizona’s largest city and capital, Phoenix. 
For more information: www.arizonaguide.com

from Los Angeles.

Arizona: Leslie Heath, Vice Consul

Sedona
Photo: pdphoto.org
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Cleveland, Ohio, calls itself “The Best Location 
in the Nation” and “America’s North Coast,” but 
I call it home. Located on the southern shore of 
Lake Erie, it offers a great combination of culture 
and fun. The Cleveland Museum of Art and the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History are known 
for their superb collections, and the Cleveland 
Symphony is world famous.

But if you’re interested in something with a more 
modern beat, you shouldn’t miss the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum. Its ultramodern 
glass building designed by I.M. Pei offers six 
floors of rock memorabilia – including Elvis 
Presley’s recording studio, as well as photos, 
costumes, instruments, music and film clips and 
special exhibits. Right next door on the lakefront 
is the Great Lakes Science Center, an engaging 
hands-on museum that makes science come 
alive.

If you’re more interested in the natural world, 
Cleveland is ringed by an “emerald necklace,” a 
60-mile-long string of parks and gardens. You 
can even travel to the tropics at the Cleveland 
Zoo, which has an indoor tropical rainforest filled 
with plants, animals and insects. 

When the sun goes down, the place to go is 
the Flats. This old industrial area along the 
Cuyahoga River has been revitalized and turned 
into a lively entertainment district with dozens 
of restaurants and nightclubs. Nearby is Jacobs 
Field, home of Cleveland’s beloved baseball team, 
the Cleveland Indians.

However, the best thing about Cleveland is the 
people. The city has attracted immigrants from 
all over the world (including a large number of 
Slovaks), and so it has a wide variety of ethnic 
restaurants and festivals. And most important 
– a welcoming heart. For more information, visit 
www.travelcleveland.com.

Cleveland, Ohio: Barbara Zigli, Public Affairs Officer

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
Photo: Barbara Zigli
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Detroit, Michigan: Nikolas Trendowski, Vice Consul

A View of the Metro Detroit skyline 

Photos: Vito Palmisano, Detroit Metro Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

I’m from Detroit, Michigan. Detroit is the historic 
home of the American automobile. Now, cars are 
made all over the world, including in Slovakia. 
But the auto industry left its mark, for better and 
worse. Detroit has, in the past few years, been ex-
periencing a revival of its downtown area. There 
are renovated theaters, casinos, Greektown, the 
Red Wings, summer festivals, and more all down-
town. North of downtown, in the Cultural Center, 
you’ll find a world-class art museum and library 
as well as the Historical and African-American 
museums. 

Farther north is Hamtramck, a small town sur-
rounded by Detroit that has the highest percent-
age of Polish residents of any city in the U.S., 
with its summer festival and Polish bakeries and 
restaurants. 

Detroit was once mainly a European and Afri-
can-American city; today it’s majority African-
American and the suburbs have become very 
multicultural. 

Dearborn, the suburb to the southwest, has the 
highest concentration of residents of Arabic de-
scent outside the Middle East. Also in Dearborn 
you can find Henry Ford’s home and a museum 
full of pieces of American life from cars to dish-
ware as well as a village of historic American 
homes and buildings that Ford collected. The 
other car company founders are represented too 
with mansions in other suburbs.

You can find travel information about Detroit 
at www.visitdetroit.com, or call 1-800-DETROIT. 
You can find more travel information about all
of Michigan, from the Detroit suburbs all the 
way to the tip of the Upper Peninsula, at 
www.michigan.org. 

The Spirit of Detroit
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I‘m from Martinsburg, West Virginia. During 
the Civil War (1861-1865), Martinsburg was 
an important railroad center and the site of 
many battles between the North and the South. 
Martinsburg passed between Union and Con-
federate hands as many as 60 times. You can 
still tour Boydville, the home of Belle Boyd, who 
was a Confederate spy during the War. Close to 
Martinsburg is Harpers Ferry, another important 
site during the Civil War and today home to the 
Mountain Heritage Arts & Crafts Festival that 
takes place each spring and fall. 

If you like outdoor activities, such as hiking, 
bicycling, canoeing, horseback riding, and rock 
climbing, West Virginia is a great place to visit. 
We have nearly 50 state parks and forests. Black-
water Falls State Park has beautiful waterfalls 
(see photo above) and 40 km of hiking trails. 
Seneca State Forest is close to the Greenbrier 
River and has a huge forest for hiking and a lake. 
The Greenbrier River Trail runs along an old 
railroad line and is over 120 km long. 

You can use the Trail for hiking, bicycling, horse-
back riding, and access to the Greenbrier River 
for fishing and canoeing. You can take rides on 
original steam-driven trains at Cass Scenic Rail-
road State Park. These are just a few of our state 
parks and forests; you can find information about 
all of them at http://www.wvstateparks.com/.

The capital of West Virginia is Charleston. In 
Charleston you can listen to live folk music at 
“Mountain Stage,” tour the historic East End, 
and visit the new Clay Center for the Arts and 
Sciences. Charleston is also home to many 
festivals featuring international films, statewide 
theater and outdoor symphony concerts. Wheel-
ing is another lovely city, in the northern part of 
the state, with beautiful old homes from the late 
19th century. Coal is one of the most important 
resources of West Virginia, and the Beckley 
Exhibition Coal Mine has underground tours 
of an authentic coal mine.

You can find more information about West 
Virginia at http://www.wvtourism.com.

West Virginia: Daria Darnell, Consul

Blackwater Falls
Photo: Daria Darnell



1111

I’m from Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Oshkosh’s nick-
name is “Sawdust City.” It was a major lumber 
town with lumber mills up and down the Fox 
River. The logs floated on the river downstream 
to the mills where the wood was made into doors, 
sashes, windows, homes, and other wood items. 
The lumber mills are now gone but it wasn’t that 
long ago when I remember the wood logs stacked 
up by the river’s edge ready to be cut. The city is 
the home of Oshkosh Truck and Oshkosh B’Gosh. 
Oshkosh got its name from Chief Oshkosh, leader 
of the Menominee Indian tribe. 

Fur traders from France were the first settlers of 
Oshkosh and it became a large and important 
trading post. Oshkosh also attracted many im-
migrants from Germany and the French influ-
ence eventually disappeared. Oshkosh and the 
surrounding small towns were also settled by 
Poles, Swedes, Norwegians, and Volga-Russians. 
Now the new arrivals are Hmong who come from 
Laos. Oshkosh has a population of approximately 
55,000 people. 

Every year, July 25-31 this year, Oshkosh hosts 
the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). 
People from all over the world come to the fly-in 
with their airplanes, some home-built, some 

modern, and some vintage. They talk shop, at-
tend seminars, and put on air shows – the Cana-
dian Warbirds are a favorite. 

Sometimes there is a special exhibit that comes to 
town such as the Concorde (rides to Canada and 
back in one hour), a big Qantas jet (the runway 
had to be expanded), a large military cargo plane 
that had tours, or the Stealth Bomber (cool). 
Celebrities who have an interest in airplanes or 
space travel appear such as John Glenn, Chuck 
Yeager, and last year Harrison Ford. The event 
is open to the public and always attracts large 
crowds. 
 
 There are several museums in town but my 
favorite is the Paine Art Center and Gardens that 
used to be a private home. Nathan Paine was a 
lumber baron and the large Paine Lumber Factory 
sawmill was turned into luxurious condos over-
looking the river.

Three bodies of water are central to life in Osh-
kosh – the Fox River, Lake Winnebago, and Lake 
Butte des Morts (French for “lake of the dead”). 
Any time the weather is good there are boats 
a-plenty that cruise up and down the water. Lake 
Winnebago is the largest lake in Wisconsin and is 
a hubbub of activity all year round with boating, 
swimming, fishing, and ice-fishing. 

You can find travel information on Oshkosh at 
www.oshkoshonthewater.com or 
www.oshkoshcvb.org. Travel information on 
Wisconsin can be found at 
www.wisconsin.gov or www.wisconsin.org.

Photos: Oshkosh Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

Oshkosh, Wisconsin: Kathleen Ebert, Office Management Specialist
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Capital of the Mid-western state of Wisconsin, 
Madison is situated between two large lakes. It 
is home to the University of Wisconsin, one of 
the U.S. ‘Big 10’ state universities. It also has a 
majestic granite-and-marble State Capitol build-
ing with the second-largest dome in the U.S. after 
Washington, DC. The Frank Lloyd Wright confer-
ence center is a newly built spectacular lakefront 
building based on 40-year-old plans done by the 
famous architect.  

A great small city to visit, especially in the sum-
mer when there are fewer students, but still lots 
of activity on the University campus and around 
the city. The Capitol square hosts a large Satur-
day farmers market with local products from the 
surrounding Wisconsin farms. 

Bristling with cafes, clubs and restaurants, 
boutiques and shops, including a couple of 
outlet discount stores (Lands’ End, Rag Stock) 
Madison’s State street is a fun and easy place to 
shop. The University Student Union is on a beau-
tiful terrace overlooking lake Mendota. It hosts 
frequent outdoor and indoor concerts, movies 
and other event, has a nice cafeteria, a reading 
room, game rooms and other amenities – open to 
a visiting student. 

Any of the exchange students who are in the 
vicinity would do well to check it out. There is a 
bus connection to Chicago O’Hare airport, and 
express busses to Milwaukee. On a net search 
engine (Google) type in Madison, Wisconsin and 
find lots of sites (e.g. www.visitmadison.com) 
about discount hotels, events, etc. 

View of the Capitol from State Street 
Photo: Skot Weidemann, Greater Madison 
Convention and Visitors Bureau

UW-Madison Library Mall
Photo: William Patterson

Madison, Wisconsin: Samuel Dykema, General Services Officer
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Madison, Wisconsin: Samuel Dykema, General Services Officer Portland, Oregon: Kellan Owens, Community Liaison Officer

Portland Skyline 
Photo: Portland 
Oregon Visitors 
Association

There is no more beautiful drive than taking 
Highway 101 up the Oregon Coast. The rugged 
coastline affords stunning views and vistas that 
have been untouched by development. The entire 
coastline is public land and is perfect for enjoying 
the great outdoors with the Pacific Ocean as your 
backyard. 

Following the coastline north, you’ll come upon 
Cannon Beach, a quaint little town filled with 
art galleries, bookstores, espresso and ice cream 
stores! What more could you want on a warm 
summer day? You can rent bicycles, ride horses or 
fly a kite on the beautiful expanse of beach that is 
just two blocks from the downtown. 

After leaving Cannon Beach you can head east 
to Portland, Oregon. Portland, located just 1.5 
hours from the coastline, is Oregon’s largest city. 
Located on the confluence of the Willamette and 
Columbia Rivers, Portland is a beautiful city that 
is commonly known as the Rose City. During 
June, Portland boasts the largest Rose Festival in 
the United States.  

The city is teeming with roses, from the renowned 
Rose Festival Parade (where all the floats are deco-

rated in fresh roses and flowers) to the numerous 
fun runs, bicycle events, and outdoor concerts 
that are free to the public.  Oregonians love the 
out of doors, so there is no shortage of activities 
to enjoy. It is no wonder NIKE athletic shoes and 
clothing is headquartered here. The city is filled 
with public parks, and great expanses along the 
river that are perfect for running, biking, kayak-
ing, boating, or just enjoying the beauty of the 
outdoors with a latte from one of hundreds of 
espresso stores throughout the city. 
 
And, not to be missed, just one hour from Port-
land is the stunning Mt. Hood, which can be seen 
from Portland on a clear day. A great day trip is to 
drive to Mt. Hood and have lunch at the historic 
Timberline Lodge. And, for the athletically in-
clined, there is skiing at Timberline all year long. 
Or, you can take the lift to the top of the mountain 
and enjoy a truly breathtaking view. 

For more information, visit www.travelportland.
com.
 
Ready to enjoy more of the beautiful Northwest? 
Take Interstate 5 North to Seattle, Washington, 
an easy 3-hour drive.
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Seattle, Washington: Sandy Owens, Senior Commercial Officer

Seattle, the Emerald City, is the largest city in the 
Pacific Northwest and sits on beautiful Puget 
Sound. Seattle is bordered by the Olympic Moun-
tain Range to the west and Cascade Mountains 
on the east and is home to some of the fastest 
growing Fortune 500 companies in America, 
including Microsoft in Redmond, Boeing Airplane 
Group, Amazon.com founded by Jeff Bezos, and 
for the caffeinated among us, Starbucks. Seattle is 
the origin of today’s coffee culture as four young 
university students started Starbucks in the early 
80’s and later it was transformed into the barista 
slinging business it is today when an entrepreneur 
bought it in 1989. Today there are more than 
4,000 stores around the world.

The Seattle Mariners baseball team and the 
Seattle Seahawks football franchise, along with 
the Seattle SuperSonics, make up the professional 
sports teams in Seattle. Safeco Field is a beauti-
ful outdoor baseball stadium that sits alongside 
the Seattle Seahawks football stadium built by 
Paul Allen, co-founder of Microsoft. For those 
that love the outdoors, nothing beats Seattle for 
sports activities. Seattle offers unlimited hiking on 
hundreds of mountain trails and on the Olympic 
Peninsula, skiing is a year round sport, biking 
and off-road biking is very popular, and Seattle 
boasts the largest per capita ownership of boats 
in the United States. Seattle is also home to some 
of the best seafood restaurants in the country and 

enjoys a well-deserved reputation for its spotless 
downtown area and beautiful parks.

A typical day for a visitor to Seattle would start in 
the Pike Place Market, a large fish and fruit open 
market, enjoying (what else!) fresh baked cin-
namon rolls with an extra foam, grande, non-fat 
latte. Then a short hike to the waterfront would 
put you on one of Seattle’s famous ferries to Bain-
bridge Island where you could work up a thirst 
visiting one of the many microbreweries. After a 
bike around the island, and returning to Seattle 
the Seattle Art Museum (SAM) is your first stop 
on First Street and later a walk through the his-
toric Pioneer Square. One thing you can’t miss is 
a visit to some of the best and largest bookstores 
on the West Coast. Seattle’s culture makes it the 
perfect environment to grab a bestseller and cup 
of joe and while the afternoon away.
 
For nighttime entertainment there are many 
nightclubs and pubs with live bands, many of 
which were once home to the original grunge rock 
groups like Pearl Jam and Nirvana. Of course for 
those a little older, there is Jazz Alley with jazz 
clubs for every taste. As the night winds down 
don’t forget to pay a visit to the Seattle Space 
Needle, built for the 1963 World’s Fair, located 
next door to the Jimi Hendrix Museum. For more 
information, visit www.seeseattle.org.

Seattle downtown 
skyline with Space 
Needle; Pike Place 
Market
Photos: Seattle’s 
Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, right: 
Tim Thompson
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Vienna, Virginia: Kathy McEnany, Political/Economic Section 

The Vienna-to-Vienna Connection: My home-
town, Vienna, Virginia, has a nonstop flight 
connection from its namesake to Dulles Airport 
that’s faster than some ferries across the English 
Channel or the Baltic Sea. The excellent flight 
connections can make Slovakia and Virginia 
seem just around the corner.

Vienna is one of the many suburbs of Washing-
ton, DC, and is located 10 kilometers from the 
district line. Washington, DC, is the same size 
as Bratislava – with 500,000 inhabitants – but 
the metropolitan area numbers nearly 3 million. 
Most of the Washington suburbs are connected 
by the subway system or by bus, called the Metro. 

Washington, DC, is one of the best bargains in 
the country for tourists. With support from the 
federal government, the Smithsonian Institution 
has one of the most extensive museum collections 
in the country and it is all free of charge. Some 
of the favorites among tourists are the Air and 
Space Museum and the new National Museum of 
the American Indian. A tour of Washington would 
not be complete without visiting the landmarks 
of note (the White House, Congress, and the 
Washington Monument), but also take a culinary 
tour around the world. A popular neighborhood 
called Adams Morgan has many fine ethnic 
restaurants for reasonable prices, including those 
specializing in Ethiopian and Caribbean cuisine, 
to name a few.

For students and tourists who prefer to spend 
their time outdoors, the metropolitan area has 
a lot of offer. In the summer, one of the main 
thoroughfares through the city is closed to traffic 
and roller-blades have the right of way. In the 
surrounding area, there are miles of bike trails 
for enthusiasts leading to some of the finest early 
American historical sites, such as George Wash-
ington’s home, and beautiful local and national 
parks. The Blue Ridge Mountains and canoeing 
opportunities in the Shenandoah Valley are only 
a few hours away by car.

Vienna is renowned throughout the area as a 
center for the arts. The Wolf Trap Foundation 
for the Performing Arts operates two venues 
for ballet, concerts, and theater on the property 
of an old farm. The Filene Center offers lawn 
seating for fantastic student-friendly prices to 
see some of the best performances the U.S. has to 
offer. Don’t forget to bring a picnic, opera glasses, 
and a sweater. Others may be attracted to the 
Vienna area not only for the arts, but also for the 
shopping. Nearby is Tysons Corner Center, which 
is one of the largest on the East Coast, and the 
adjacent Tysons Galleria.

You may not find many similarities between 
Vienna, Virginia and the Austrian capital, but 
the small Washington community is located at a 
crossroads leading to a variety of possible experi-
ences. For more information: www.washington.org.

Capitol Dome (inside)
Photo: Washington, 
DC Convention and 
Tourism Corporation
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These photos show some of the sights in our 
National Parks. 

This year, when you travel, take a photo and send 
it to us! A jury of Embassy staff members will se-
lect winning photos. The top 3 will receive a book 
from the Public Affairs section and the photos 
will be displayed in InfoUSA Centers in Kosice 
and Bratislava. All photos must be received at our 
office no later than December 1, 2005. Only one 
photo entry per person, please. 

By entering your photo, you waive all copyrights 
and restrictions on publication and display by the 
U.S. Embassy. 

Also, please let us know your comments about 
this booklet and whether you found it useful this 
summer. 

You may contact us at cons@usembassy.sk, 
or by mail at Consular Section, U.S. Embassy, 
P.O. Box 309, 814 99 Bratislava, Slovak Republic.

Zion National Park, Utah; Yosemite National Park, 
California; Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming; 
Statue of Liberty National Monument, New York. 
For more information on U.S. National Parks: www.nps.gov.

Travel and Enjoy the USA!
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